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ABOUT WINTER DEMOCRACY ACADEMY 

The Winter Democracy Academy is an annual event where stakeholders from different European countries 

and institutions gather under an umbrella framework designed to foster institutional cooperation. It is a space 

for exchanging knowledge and building synergies to work towards making our democracies more responsive 

from a youth participation perspective.  

 

It aims to contribute to the sharing of new and innovative approaches for building more resilient democracies 

from a youth participation perspective, setting the ground for present and future cooperation among relevant 

stakeholders in the field of youth policy, research, and promotion of democracy. 

 

The Winter Democracy Academy is a co-organized event between DYPALL Network and European and 

national institutions promoting democracy, human rights, and youth participation. It is also an umbrella for the 

presentation of relevant and innovative work carried out in this field, thereby informing and creating 

opportunities for future collaborations and synergies. 

 

The fourth edition of the Winter Democracy Academy under the theme “AI and Digital Technology as Drivers 

for Youth Democracy”, taking place during the week of the International Human Rights Day, between 

December 7th and 12th, 2026. Read more about this year's edition here. 

 

ABOUT THE ORGANISERS 

DYPALL Network (Developing Youth Participation at the Local Level) is a European platform of civil society 

organisations, local authorities and research institutions focusing on youth participation in decision-making 

processes at the local level. We stand for active and meaningful involvement of young people in local 

democracies through cooperation with local authorities and we provide the space and the resources for 

capacity building and exchange of good practices among our members.  

 

DYPALL Network has the following objectives:  

 

●​ Develop structures and mechanisms for youth participation in decision-making at local level  

●​ Identify best practices and introduce innovative approaches on public governance in cooperation 

with local authorities and civil society organisations active in the field of youth  

●​ Foster youth engagement and inclusiveness in representative and participatory democracy 

processes 
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●​ Build capacity and provide technical assistance on various areas and processes like policy-making, 

advocacy, structured dialogue, co-management, and more  

●​ Mainstream youth policies at local and regional level (such as youth Guarantee schemes) to develop 

cohesive and engaged societies  

 

DYPALL Network’s field of action covers four programme areas, with a common goal of fostering quality 

development of democracies by enhancing youth engagement in local and regional public policy-making. 

Within these areas, our programmes feature a variety of international projects and activities, as well as 

tailor-made services for our members, partners, and institutional stakeholders. Our programme areas are:  

 

●​ Quality development for stronger democracies  

●​ Youth empowerment  

●​ Inclusive democracies 

●​ Innovating democracies  

For more information www.dypall.com 

 

ABOUT THE FINAL SEMINAR 

The Final Seminar of the “IMPACT - European Platform for Quality Development of Local Youth Councils” 

projects will showcase the European Platform for Local Youth Council Quality Development to a diverse 

audience of stakeholders, including youth work practitioners, policymakers, and youth council stakeholders. 

Through presentations, demonstrations, and discussions, participants will gain insights into the platform's 

features, functionalities, and potential benefits for improving local youth councils. By highlighting different 

models of local youth councils, the seminar will aim to inspire and encourage a wider youth work community 

to explore and utilise the platform beyond the project's scope to improve the quality of their local youth 

councils. 

Furthermore, interactive sessions and practical experience will enable participants to engage directly with the 

platform, fostering a sense of ownership and commitment towards its widespread use and adoption. The 

seminar will offer workshops, plenary and small group sessions, and hands-on activities designed to equip 

attendees with the necessary knowledge and skills to effectively navigate and utilise the platform's tools, 

functionalities, and resources. Participants will also receive practical guidance on how to leverage the 

platform to enhance the quality and inclusivity of their local youth councils, empowering them to implement 

innovative approaches and best practices in their respective LYCs contexts. 

Lastly, the seminar will provide a valuable opportunity for stakeholders from different countries to come 

together, exchange ideas, and share insights on youth council development and youth participation initiatives.
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OBJECTIVES 

●​ To introduce the European Platform for Local Youth Council Quality Development to key 

stakeholders, presenting its core features, functionalities, and resources  

●​ To offer practical guidance on leveraging the platform to build more impactful and high-quality 

local youth councils  

●​ To highlight different models and approaches to local youth councils across Europe, inspiring 

participants to create a youth council that reflects the needs, resources, and realities of young 

people in their community 

●​ To create a collaborative space for youth work practitioners, policymakers, and youth council 

representatives from different countries to exchange insights, share challenges, and foster future 

cooperation in youth participation  

 

PROFILE OF PARTICIPANTS 

The participants must:  

●​ Be an active member of a Local Youth Council (LYC), a support staff for a Local Youth Council (LYC) in 

their municipality or any other LYC stakeholder (including youth workers, managers, youth leaders, 

political representatives and policy-makers)  

●​ Be a resident of one of the following countries: Portugal, Spain, Belgium and Finland 

●​ Have direct experience in participating, managing, coordinating, supporting, or facilitating the 

activities of a LYC, or hold a position of responsibility within the structure 

●​ Possess a good working knowledge of English to fully participate in an international training 

environment 

●​ Demonstrate strong motivation to actively engage, share practices, and collaborate within a 

European network of youth council peers 

●​ Be fully available to attend the entire duration of the seminar (8th-11th December 2026) 

 
 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION  

●​ Activity will take place in Lisbon (Portugal) at Lisbon Youth Centre: 

https://cjl.ipdj.gov.pt/en/home  

●​ Arrival day is 8th December 2026 (preferably by 6 pm, but not mandatory)  
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●​ Departure day is 11th December 2026 (anytime)  

●​ The arrival and departure airport is Lisbon (Portugal)  

●​ Travelling a maximum of 2 days before or 2 days after the designated travel dates is allowed; 

otherwise, the ticket will not be eligible for reimbursement  

●​ In the case of arriving earlier or departing after the designated travel days please note that the 

organisers will not cover the cost of your stay for the extra days  

●​ Flight tickets shall be bought only after confirmation of selection from the organisers. Travel 

expenses will be reimbursed up to a maximum per country/per participant (including all travel 

costs from the participant’s home to the venue and back) 

Portugal: 56€  

Spain: 309€  

Belgium: 309€  

Finland: 580€  

●​ Reimbursement will be done via bank transfer after the activity (within 2 months)  

●​ Accommodation and meals will be provided by the organizers. Please note that the 

accommodation will be provided in shared rooms 

●​ There is no participation fee 
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APPLICATION PROCEDURE  
To apply for participation in this activity please fill in the online application form:  

https://forms.gle/2C29fDCHAXULSsWL7  

The deadline for applying is 18th October 2026 by 23.59 CET.  

FUNDING  

The activity is co-funded by the Erasmus + Programme of the European Union through the Finnish National 

Agency.  

For more information: https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/  

CONTACTS  

In case you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact Marija Krstevska  at marija.krstevska@dypall.com 
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